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The Northern California Rail- 
road Club was guest of the North- 
western Pacific Railroad on June 
18 last when the members in the 
Bay Area visited the Sausalito 
yards and Tiburon shops of the 
railroad. The tour left San Fran- 
cisco on the 7:45 ferry to Sausa- 
lito where they were met with 
cars that took the members to 
the Sausalito yards where engines 
141, 143, 227, 3101 and 9 were 
spotted for: pictures. Juice fans 
were equally lucky as theywere 
able to shoot up a Whole yard 
full of open-end electric cars that 
were scheduled to be rebuilt into 
MW equipment within a few 
months. After shooting at Sausa- 
lito had been completed the tour 
continued to Tiburon where the 
134-138 series engines were on 
display. The famous “watchman” 
was on hand too, but instead of 








keeping us out, he was the one 
who escorted us IN! Object of 
much interest was gas car MW 92 
which the NWP had constructed 
for tunnel:MW work. 

After Tiburon had been taken 
care of, part of the group left 
by private automobiles for Peta- 
luma where additional NWP 
equipment was photographed in 
addition to the Petaluma & Santa 
Rosa electrics. The rest remained 
around Sausalito to take action 
shots of the electric trains before 
going home. 

The trip was one of the re- 
cently inaugurated tours for the 
members of -the club (only) to 
local points of interest for the 
purpose of taking engine pictures 
as a group activity. The trip was 


| arranged by president Walt Siev- 
;ers through cooperation of the 


Northwestern Pacific Railroad. 
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Over the Editor's Trainsheet» 








Summer again, and we’re off gain on our epgine picture tours 
that will net us enjoyment to last through the Winter. That, fellow 
railfans, is the reason why our issue is so small this time, for 
your staff has just come back from one trip and are scattering to 
the four winds as soon as this, issue is put to bed. Just a few 
weeks ago our assistant editor, our advertising manager and our 
circulation department head left for a week’s trip up the Northern 
part of the state; the following week your editor, printer and his 
associate left to cover much the same territory. Now we're off again, 
and pray that we get back in time for the July issue. 


Just a little timely tip to those who run the ‘railfan’ trips: We 
have received many comments about the recent trips that re ad- 
vertised as.being for the railfan. Especially knocking are the com- 
ments about the recent trip over the CCT. Though advertising that 
oto fans would “make merrie photography” the C-NRHS failed 
yb SPp@t half of the available equipment and dragged the railfans out 
to an art exhibit. Unless more attention is PAID to the sgilfans, 
they are not going to PAY the fares asked for the trips. °+“ 


If you are going to move or have moved, please let us know. 
If you don’t know already, the Post Office Department will not 
forward 3rd class postal matter, so you must let us know in ad- 
vance if you don’t wish to miss an issue. rT 


Enclosed with this issue will be a prospectus of the Northern 
California Railroad Club. Read it over and if you think you are 
eligible, don’t hesitate to send in your application. We wish to 
welcome you in, though we reserve the right to limit the number 
we let in each month. 
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EARLY DAYS ON THE 
MARIN NARROW GAUGE 


By Walt Sievers 


Beginnings of the narrow gauge 
railroads in Marin County was 
the construction in 1870 of the San 
Rafael and San Quentin Railroad 
between San Rafael and Point 
San Quentin with ferry connec- 
tions between Point San Quentin 
and San Francisco. The line open- 
ed in 1871, and operated for four 
years as an independent road until 
it was leased in 1875 to the North 
Pacific Coast. It had. a total of 
three and a half miles of. track 
and two engines as follows: 

No. 1. Named. the. “Sausalito”, 
built by Baldwin in-1870, a 4-4-0 
with 40 inch drivers and 12x16 
cylinders. It became North Paci- 
fie Coast No. 1, but was later 
sold. to a lumber commen: at 
Point Arena. -- - 

No. 2 Named the “San Rafael”, 
built by Mason in 1874, an 0-4-4 
forney type and able to run in 
either direction, similar to .the 
locomotives: used in street. rail- 
way service in San Francisco at 
the time. The bell on it was cast 
with a large percentage of silver 
coins in the mixture to improve 
the tone. It burned wood until 
1907, but was converted to an oil- 
burner in that. year. She had cast 
iron links. with brass: blocks..- It 


had 42 inch drivers and 12x16 
cylinders and could pull 21 load- 
ed narrow gauge passenger cars. 





It was sold to the North Pacific 
Coast who numbered it as their 
No. 2. After the construction of 
the Mill Valley road it was used 
exclusively between what is now 
Almonte and Mill Valley. She was 
nicknamed the “Jackrabbit” by 
the Mill Valley commuters of the 
day. While in Mill Valley service 
her whistle sounded all fire a- 
larms, especially forest fires, and 
in the off hours the engine -was 
used to pull stumps along the 
right of way. Blythedate resort 
was a short distance from the sta- 
tion so five minutes before leav- 
ing time the engineer would blow 
the whistle and the stage would 
leave the resort. to connect with 
the train. In.~wet weather the 
engineer would stop old number 
2 in front of the different homes 
to take on or let off passengers. 
The train would disregard the 
stations, and the engineer would 
blow the whistle to let passengers 
know he was waiting just out- 
side their door. In 1900 she was 
burned in a fire while in service 
near Tomales Bay,, but was re- 
paired and returned to service. 
After the electrification of the 
Mill Valley branch in 1903 it was 
used on.the Fairfax. local. 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST - 

The North Pacific Coast was 
conceived and built by ex-Sena- 
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tor Milton Latham, who had the 
road chartered in 1871. Surveys 
started in June 1874, and track 
laying began on the wharf at 
Sausalito the following month. 
The Sausalito terminal was orig- 
inally owned by Donahue, builder 
of the standard gauge San Fran- 
cisco and North Pacific, who sold 
it to the Sausalito Land and Ferry 
Company, who in turn leased it 
to the North Pacific Coast. The 
railroad leased the San Rafael 
and San Quentin Railroad in 1875 
as noted above and opened up 
the following stretches as noted 
below: 

Sausalito to Tomales, January 
11, 1875. 

San Anselmo to San Rafael, Jan- 
uary 11, 1875. 

Tomales to Moscow, July 24, 
1876. 

Moscow to Cazadero, April 1, 
1886. 

The road reached Duncan Mills 
in 1877, which was as far as the 
North Pacific Coast ever built. 
The remaining road to Cazadero 
was built by the Northwestern 
Railroad in 1886. The line 
from Duncan Mills to Cazadero, 
7% milés, was leased to the 
North Pacific Coast who used 
two saddle tank locomotives on 
the line. Main reason for build- 
ing was to reach the timber coun- 
try of Sonoma and Mendocino 
Counties, and it was originally 
projected to cross the mouth of 
the Russian River and go up the 
coast. The Moscow branch was 
built in 1876 to serve the Russian 
River Land and Lumber Company. 
The woad struggled along, though 
in its early years it could not 
even pay its operating expenses. 


For a time Point San Quentin 
was used as a terminal, but after 
1878 Sausalito was used after the 
Sausalito Land and Ferry Com- 
pany brought suit to recover its 
land unless Sausalito was made 
the terminal. From Sausalito the 
railroad originally followed much 
the way across Richardson Bay 
the highway does today over 
Strawberry Point. In April 1884 
the Corte Madera tunnel was 
constructed by private capital 
who charged the railroad a toll 
for each passenger for a 40-year 
term. 

In 1889 the San Francisco, Tam- 
alpais and Bolinas Railroad was 
built from_ Bay Junction (Al- 
monte) to Mill Valley. It was 
sold in that same year to the 
North Pacific Coast, who bought 
the Northwestern Railroad at the 
same time. 

NORTH SHORE 

In 1902, John Martin, real found- 
er of electric power development 
in California, with his associ- 
ates took over the North Pacific 
Coast and renamed it the North 
Shore Railroad. Martin standard 
gauged and electrified the surbur- 
ban’ section of ‘the line between 
Sausalito, San Anselmo, Mill Val- 
ley and San Rafael in 1903 and 
1904; he extended the standard 
gauge electric service to Fairfax 
in 1908. He increased the rolling 
stock by 33 electric cars, but the 
narrow gauge steam line contin- 
ued to run to Sausalito on a 
three rail system. In fact narrow 
gauge steam operation continued 
in the electrified section until 
1920. 

Still the narrow gauge handled 





as many as 12,000 people on a 
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Sunday (before the advent of the 
automobile of course) and an ex- 
tra ferry boat would have to be 
rented from the Southern Pacific 
to hafdle the crowds. Crew mem- 
bers were often sworn in as 
deputies when the teamsters held 
their “days” out along the nar- 
row gauge. 

A rather important line change 
was made in December of 1904, 
when the old line built in 1875 
from Roys to Milliards was aban- 
doned, doing away with two 
tunnels 1650 feet long, five miles 
of track and several high trestles. 
In its place a new line was laid 
3 miles~ long between~ the" same} 
points with one tunnel 3190 feet 
long. The new stretch was known 
as White’s Hill Grade, and North 
Pacific Coast number 21 was es- 
pecially constructed for this 
stretch of road. The engine was 
rebuilt from North Pacific Coast 
No. 5 (a 4-4-0 with 47 inch driv- 
ers and 13x18 cylinders) in 1900 
as a 4-4-0 cab-foremost engine 
according to plans drawn up by 
Mr. Thomas, who was the master 
mechanic of the line. Aside from 
being the first.cab-foremost en- 
gine in the world, it was also one 
of the first successful oil-burn- 
ing locomotives in America. When 
rebuilt the engine was equipped 
with American balanced slide 
valves, a patent of Mr. Thomas’, 
and all North Pacific Coast en- 
gines built subsequently were e- 





with a water tube boiler with 
an inclination of % of an inch 
to the foot.-The boiler had. 63 
3-inch water tubes, a Morrison 
Corrugated furnace, and a large 
steam drum on top of the boiler 
proper. Feed water was fed into 
this steam drum at a working 
pressure of 200 pounds after be- 
ing heated in a verticle tube feed- 
water heater fitted in the smoke- 
box around the pettycoat pipe. 
The circulation was perfect’ in 
this system, which reflected much 
credit to Mr. Thomas. The engine 
was also equipped with automatic , 
air on the engine, tender and train 
(this was the “first time that the 
complete air brake equipment 
had been used on the line). En- 
gineers objected to the cab-in- 
front of the boiler however and 
did everything they could to dis- 
credit the engine. Shippers along 
the line, who were mostly log- 
gers selling tanbark and ties, were 
in the habit of selling their re- 
fuse wood and slabs to the rail- 
road for fuel. Afraid to lose their 
market to oil, they threatened to 
boycott the railroad if more en- 
gines like this were built. When 
the tubes were badly burned af- 
ter a time, the engine was not re- 
paired and was eventually scrap- 
ped. ; 
The narrow gauge continued 
on its way until 1907 when the 
Northwestern Pacific was formed. 
Then its was merged with several 





quipped with balanced slide 


valves, (The engine was equipped ; again shone as. brightly. 


standard gauge pikes, and never 
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NEW WP SERVICE 





The Western Pa- 
dy cific has issued a 
DAY “e(( new timetable for 
(| the Exposition Fly- 
er. Under the new setup the 
WP runs two trains daily be- 
tween San Francisco and Portola, 
“The Feather River Express” and 
the “Exposition Flyer’. The “Ex- 
press” leaves SF at 9:40 in the 
evening and makes all the local 
stops; coming back it leaves Por- 
tola at 9:00 in the evening. The 
“Flyer” leaves SF at 9:00 in the 
evening and goes through to Salt 
Lake City on a limited schedule 
(23 hours, 45. minutes); coming 
back it gets in SF at 10:30 in 
the evening. The Quincy Railroad 
has revised its schedule to con- 
nect with the “Express”. 


WESTERN 








SP SEEKS BELT 
LINE PURCHASE 





The Southern Pacific asked the 
ICC on June 20 for authority to 
purchase the South San Francisco 
Belt Railway for approximately 
$400,000. 

The Belt Line’s capital stock is 
owned by Herbert Fleishhacker 
and is involved in the current 
proceedings of Mr. Fleishhacker’s 
‘bankruptcy. 

The line services the South 
San Francisco industrial plants 
with about 8 miles of track. It is 
at present leased to the Southern 
Pacific who also leases the line’s 
only engine, No. 5, (SP class S-22, 





20x26 inch cylinders, 51 inch dri- 
vers, 180 lbs. steam. pressure, 
31,200 Ibs. t. f., 141,240 lbs. weight, 
built ‘by Alco in. 1922). 





YREKA WESTERN FIRE 





The Yreka Western Railroad 
Company’s roundhouse at Yreka, 
California, was destroyed by fire 
on June 19 with an estimated 
damage of over $50,000. The rail- 
road’s large diesel switch engine 
and a car of.mining machinery 
were in the house at the time of 
the fire and were badly damaged. 
The line’s only steam power, 
Southern Pacific 2937 (leased), 
was not in the house at the time. 





VALLEY FLYER 





The Santa Fe 

r | LM Railroad has put on 
santake a “streamlined” 

| wv steam train on a 
limited schedule to 
supplement its: “Golden Gate” 
streamliners between San Fran- 
cisco and Bakersfield. The new 
train leaves Bakersfield early in 
the morning and San Francisco 
at 1:30 in the afternoon. The 
train consists of engine 1379, a 
4-6-2, five coaches, a diner, and 
a chair car. The equipment has 
been repainted and new seats 
have been put into the heavy stan- 
dard cars. The new time table 
schedules three high-speed trains 
each way between San Francisco 
and Bakersfield with two trans- 
continental “locals”, one in the 
evening and one during the day. 
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SCHEDULE OF “2ND | 
DAYLIGHT” CUT 





The Southern Pa- 
cific ‘has cut an 
hour off the run- 
“ning time of 2-98 
and 2-99, the sec- 
ond sections of the 
famous “Daylights”. Company of- 
ficials state that the reason for 
the faster schedule is the.use of 
the new _ streamlined coaches 
which the company recently pur- 
chased from the Pullman Com- 
pany. The new schedule has the 
second section leaving at 8:20 in 
the morning and arriving at 6:20 
in the evening. 


or 








SP 1079 REACHES SHOPS 





Southern Pacific 1079 has gone 
into the Bayshore shops to be re- 
built into a shop engine for 
Brooklyn, Ore. 





LA PASSES 1-MAN:@4@R LAW 


—___ 


themselves—in—the- 
same fix the San 
Francisco compan- 
ies are in when on May 2nd last 





‘Sig street car 

--¢ panies of Los 

* A eles found | 
~~ 


a wr 


lines were running two-man ser- 
vice. ‘President Harris of the 
LARY announced that some of 
the shuttle lines that had been 
using birneys cars might be ab- 
andoned and that few new men 
had been -hired as the company 
had reduced service. Some 95 
new PCC cars are in the company 
shops being rebuilt while some 
250 other cars have been turned 
back: to two-man service. 





BAKERSFIELD & KERN 
ABANDONMENT OK’ED 





Abandonment of the South Ches- 
ter Street line of the Bakersfield 
and Kern Electric Railway was 
approved by the State Railroad 
Commission recently and the ord- 
er will take effect immediately. 





FIVE NOT FOUR 





Using the gentle- 
manly prerogative of 
of changing | their 
minds the Public Uti- 
lities Commission of 
San Francisco this month decid- 
ed.to buy five,.instead of four, 
new streamlined street cars. The 
decision came after the car-build- 
ers had submitted bids: ‘that were 








the voters of the Southern Cali-} 
fornia city went to the polls and 
voted in a law outlawing one-man , 
cars. The ‘Pacific Electric, found 
itself unable to put in one-man, 
cars, while the LARY_ found it. 
had over. 300 one-man cars that 
had to be. rebuilt. ,The;job was.a 
big one, but, by ,} A¥.,10,. all, the, J 


et Pie 


SO aNEA” 





Pot aes 


-helow the estimated figure, and 
the appropriation was found to 
/ be large enough to buy another 


ware The. Board of Supervisors 


concurged in the. degision and 
passed. the necessary order to 
buy... the, extra car. nee 'Y of 


the Pew as “yellow and cars. 
senpestad By. anigist sini 
a eiatas 6 ast @ecst cee 
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KEY IN TROUBLE AGAIN 


The Key Sys- 
tem had double 
trouble 
the past month. 


First it reported | . 
a loss again for,-the. train-ferry;-¥ 


service between the Fair and 


West Bay Points though the fer-|° 


ries from San-Francisco-continued 
to make money. Secondly the 
City of Berkeley threatened to 
forfeit the company’s bond if 
maintenance work on the street 
between the interurban _ tracks 
was not started immediately, and 
threatened further to do the job; 
and charge the company for it 
if their threat was ignored. Com- 





during | 


pany officials hurridly assembled 
men for the job and promised 
that it. would be started shortly. 





MARKET CUTS CAR SERVICE 


a Officials of the 
query Market Street Rail- 


25 street car service 
on their. number 19 
line (Polk and Larkin) would be 
run only between the hours of 
7 and 10 in the morning and 3 
and 6 in tthe evening. On the off 
hours the company will operate 
busses over the same. route in 
a move to save money and at 
the same time avoid the one-man 
car law. 
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